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In the Resource Management Act 1991, 
amenity is described as “those natural 
or physical qualities and characteris-
tics of an area that contribute to people’s 
appreciation of its pleasantness, aesthetic 
coherence, and cultural and recreational 
attributes.” However, this defi nition, as 
concise as it may be, does not quite cap-
ture the idea of “sense of place.” What is 
it that makes a place pleasant, understand-
able and welcoming to its residents and 

visitors alike?
Perhaps some of the elements in a land-
scape or streetscape that contribute to this 
are the grouping and relationship of both 
natural and built elements such as trees, 
vegetation, open space, street width, and 
the scale and relationship of buildings. It is 
also the perceived vitality of a place with 
both commercial and community activi-
ties; the absence of constant traffi c noise; 
and the grouping of recognizable commu-
nity landmarks and facilities. Many vil-
lages had this grouping as an almost natu-
ral quality, in that there was a town centre 
or square and a local reserve with playing 
fi elds, alongside or nearby was located 
a church, a hall, some local shops, and 

perhaps a town memorial or clock. Take a 
look at Leeston or Oxford as examples.
Within towns and cities the sense of place 
becomes lost within the confusing network 
of one-way streets and motorways, large 
shopping malls and their associated car 
parks, and drab streetscapes of few trees 
and many multi-unit slab-sided apartment 
units with blank boundary walls. But for 
the name on the street or on the side of the 
shopping mall you could be anywhere in 

New Zealand. 
What was distinctive and 
that which makes up a 
coherent sense of place has 
been lost.
Is it possible to build 
places that recognize pub-
lic amenity values and 
that contribute to a sense 
of place? Many planners 
and architects from the 
New Urbanists to Richard 
Rogers seem to think so. 
Richard Rogers in Cities 
for a New Planet (1997) 
said, “if we wish to rein-
force our neighbourhoods 
and grow sustainably, then 
(London) needs to cre-

ate communities that offer an affordable 
and humane quality of life.” He advocates, 
“dense schemes (i.e. intensifi cation) with 
public streets, squares and parks that mix 
shops, workplaces and schools—the model 
of a sustainable community—instead of 
compounds that cram the maximum num-
ber of individual houses onto the site.” 
Substitute Christchurch for London and 
perhaps this may sound familiar?
Also back in 1997, John Chaplin, a local 
architect, commented on the forthcoming 
Plan Change that introduced the L3 and L4 
zones. He said, “Intense public concern has 
been voiced about the loss of urban veg-
etation that has accompanied residential 
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Events Calendar

Bill Demeter - Co-Chair of the

St Albans Residents’ Association

St Albans Pool:
Last week, the St Albans Pavilion & Pool Group deliv-
ered their Business Plan to the CCC staff and elected 
Councillors for review.
This document and a CCC staff report will be used to help 
the Councillors make a critical decision in the next few 
weeks. The decision the Councillors will make is to grant, 
or not to grant, the group 20+ months to raise the neces-
sary funds to build a community owned pool facility at no 
cost to the rate payers.
I’m very impressed with this group’s leadership, the sig-
nifi cant pro bono (free) services given thus far, and the 
hard work of the many dedicated volunteers.  Their vision 
of a modern family-orientated facility meets all the crite-
ria for our community as well as the greater metropolitan 
population.
The decision is straight forward. Elected Councillors will 
vote to either allow 20+ months for the group to raise the 
necessary funds to build the Pavilion & Pool facility or 
to kill the project once and forever. The right answer is to 
give them the time to raise the money. Councillors need 
to give them the chance to succeed or fail. Let us hope the 
Councillors do the right thing!
City Building Issues:  We continue to get calls, visits and 

31 May Small Projects Fund CCC applications
 close (941 5408)
  5 June 10am   Mātāriki Celebration at
 Packe Street Park (366 3844)
10 June 12.30pm  InterAgency meeting
 (374 2465)
12 June 7pm  Immigrant Open House (374 2465)
15 June 11am  Ratana Church Service,
 Rehua Marae (355 5606)
17 June 7pm  St Albans Residents’ Association
 meeting (374 3465)
24 June 7.30pm  NZ-Japan Society (355 9903)
27 June 2pm  St Albans Garden Club,
 Berwick Street. Monthly meeting.
 (389 6458)
15 July 7pm  St Albans Residents’
 Association meeting (374 3465)

Mātāriki Celebration
at

Packe Street Park/Community Garden
125 – 129 Packe St, St Albans

Thursday 5th June 2008
10am – 4pm (weather permitting)

The celebration will take the form of a working-bee
to prepare the garden for next season’s planting
Lunch will be provided and served at 12 noon

We will plant a greengage tree!
Everyone welcome.

letters regarding the apparent lack of consistent applica-
tion of the City Plan when issuing building permits. We 
are gathering this information, researching and trying 
to learn more.  We will publish our fi ndings in a future 
St Albans News, and will invite offi cials to participate 
in further meetings to help us gain clarifi cation and 
understanding.
St Albans News Survey: Thanks to all of you early birds 
for promptly returning your completed survey forms.
It is gratifying to see how complete and thoughtful each 
survey has been, and we have already received over two 
hundred responses with many, many more expected.
For those of you who have yet to complete your survey 
please do so now. The information we compile will be 
made available to the public and will be published in an 
upcoming issue of the St. Albans News.
Another ‘minor’ mistake.  As many of you remember 
at our public Caledonian Apartment meeting, someone 
asked why people were not notifi ed when the project 
went from 56 to 98 apartment units.  One of the City staff 
remarked that people weren’t notifi ed because the change 
was only ‘minor’.
In The Press newspaper of 21 May an article regarding the 
24% rent increase mentions the city “massively underes-
timated in information given to city councillors.”  Instead 
of “only 10 tenants would breach the housing affordability 
measure set by government, but the true fi gure is about 
1,300 tenants.”  I’m sure the majority apparently decided 
the difference between 10 and 1300 was just a ‘minor’ 
error  and hence once again voted for the 24% increase. 

The St Albans Residents’ Association wishes to 
acknowledge and thank the following funders for their 
support:
* Shirley/Papanui Community Board – for a grant
   towards our Youth Holiday Programme of $8,300
* Fuse Partners - for the Donation of a heater 
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The St Albans News is a contribution driven community 
newsletter. It is published by the St Albans Community 
Centre, 1047 Colombo St.  This is a not-for-profit news-
letter, delivered monthly, and is free to over 8500 homes 
and businesses.  All contents are copyright by the original 
authors.  Please acknowledge the source of any excerpts as 
the “St Albans News”

Send your contributions and adverts to:
St Albans News, P.O. Box 21-102, Christchurch

email: news@stalbans.gen.nz 
phone: 374 2465 or 379 6305, fax: 374 2467
website: http://www.stalbans.gen.nz

The newsletter is produced by a dedicated group of com-
munity workers.

Editor:  Christoph Hensch
Proofreading: Terry Connor
Design, layout, advertisement design: Dafyd the Scribe
Print: New Century Press Ltd

With regular contributions from:
Maxine Feutz, Hilaire Campbell, Bill Demeter, Maggy 
Tai Rakena, Kirsty Bliss, Doug Craig, Dafyd and others.

The opinions expressed in this publication are solely those 
of the authors, and do not necessarily refl ect those of the 

St Albans Residents’ Association.

St Albans News, June 2008 
Vol.15, Number 5, Issue No. 161

St Albans Community Online Discussion Forum
Are you unhappy with yet another liquor store opening 
in your community? Do you want to share some infor-
mation about urban planning and building projects in 
St Albans? Or would you like to announce an AGM or 
other events of your community group, sports group 
or church? Then visit the new addition to our website 
at: http://stalbans.gen.nz/forum The forum allows you 
easy access and posting of information for all to see.

Immigrant Open House. Are you a new immigrant 
or even an old one? Then you are invited to our Im-
migrant Open House on 12th June at the Community 
Centre at 1047 Colombo Street, to share stories, dis-
cuss issues, network and enjoy each other’s company. 
If you would like to attend, please call Alison on 379 
6305 and let us know, so we can organise catering ac-
cordingly. Please note the date change !

St Albans Leisure Group
The group is now meeting on Tuesdays at 10pm. New 
members are welcome, bring along your friend or 
neighbour. Phone Anne or Alison on 379 6305.

New at the Community Centre

intensifi cation in some areas.” And, “increasing the area of public space is an impor-
tant response to intensifi cation. Adequate reserve contributions must be obtained 
from areas subject to intensifi cation to enable councils to buy additional public open 
space in those areas.” The Chairperson of the hearings committee for the Council 
at that time, Cr Jolyon Manning  commented, that in his experience, “most people 
wanted to retain the provisions of the Act  which could protect their amenity values 
and promote integrated development” . His view formed by listening to 18 months of 
submissions to the Plan , was “that the protection of amenity values was fundamental 
to the concerns of many submitters.” (Press Feb 17 1998).
And this is where good neighbourhood planning for preservation of amenity values 
comes in. There needs to be a strong public debate about what is good and worth 
preserving about local neighbourhoods, and what can be done to enhance them? It 
is not enough to leave it to Council planners who do not know the area, and whose 
brief is to facilitate the private interests of developers over community interests. We 
do have a strong sense of place in St Albans. We need to prepare now to leave that 
characteristic of community concern and valued heritage that makes up St Albans’ 
unique set of “amenity values” for the next generation.

Doug Craig

Amenities and the Resource Management Act
Continued from the front page



Page 4  St Albans News June 2008

There have been a number of developments, big and small, 
in our community that have been profi led in the St Albans 
News over the last few months. Change is happening all 
around us, sometimes seemingly without consultation or 
involvement from the community. The purpose of this arti-
cle is to provide a brief outline of when and how locals can 
get involved with the process so our voices do get heard. 
The resource management process is intended to be collab-
orative, and there is a heavy burden on the Council to (cor-
rectly) balance the interests of the applicant, locals, the envi-
ronment, to interpret and apply the relevant plans, policies 
and law and decipher submissions and expert reports—it is 
no wonder that they sometimes “get it wrong.” There will 
be times when lawyers and experts are needed, but gener-
ally informed proactive citizens will be able to get involved 
and (hopefully) infl uence outcomes. 
 
So what is a Resource Consent?
Every day people ask the Council for Resource Consent 
under the Resource Management Act (the Act) to carry out 
activities from altering their dwelling or subdividing their 
property, to constructing a multi-storey apartment block. 
Activities that meet the standards in the District or Regional 
Plan can be done “as of right” and locals will be unable to 
object. A Resource Consent is permission from the Council 
for an activity that might affect the environment, and that 
isn’t allowed “as of right.” The Christchurch City District 
Plan is readily available on the Council website and at 
libraries attached to Council Service Centres.  
If the Council considers that the effects of an activity will 
be “more than minor,” or if they are requested to do so, they 
will publicly notify an application for Resource Consent. 
They will also publicly notify an application if they con-
sider that special circumstances exist, or if the City Plan 
says they must. Being publicly notifi ed means the Council 
will advertise the application, and people get the opportu-
nity to make submissions for or against the activity. It is 
possible to take a neutral stance on the activity but submit 
information that you think will help the Council in its deci-
sion making.
If the Council considers the effects of what is proposed will 
only be minor, or if the City Plan says the Council need not 
publicly notify the application, it will generally not notify 
and instead only serve notice on “affected persons.” In this 
case only those parties who have been directly notifi ed by 
Council can make a submission.

When will you be an affected person?
An affected person is a person, or a group of people, whom 
the Council thinks will experience effects due to the pro-
posed activity that will be signifi cantly greater than, or dif-
ferent from, the effect on the general public. This is decided 
by the Council using its own discretion, the rules in the City 
Plan and the Act for guidance. 

If you’re an affected person, the applicant might ask you 
for your written approval for the activity. If an applicant 
gains written approval from all affected persons, and the 
potential effects from the activity are less than minor, the 
Council will probably not provide anyone with an opportu-
nity to make a submission. The application then becomes 
‘non-notifi ed.’ Non-notifi ed applications are faster and 
cheaper for the applicant. 

What about publicly notifi ed applications?
Anyone can make a written submission to the Council 
about a publicly notifi ed application. You don’t have to be 
an expert, but you will need a good understanding of what is 
relevant and put this in your submission in a concise way.
The fi rst step is to study the application. You can do this 
at the Council offi ces if you don’t already have a copy. 
Council offi cers can help to explain any part that is not clear 
to you. Attached to every application is an Assessment of 
Environmental Effects (AEE). This will tell you about the 
positive and negative environmental effects, and how the 
applicant proposes to reduce any negative effects. You need 
to think about whether you consider the AEEs description 
of the likely effect is full and accurate and the scale of likely 
effects is acceptable. 
If you wish to make a submission, forms are available from 
the Council and online. Guidance as to what to put in your 
submissions is available online from the Ministry for the 
Environment. At this stage you may like to seek expert 
advice or opinions to assist and support your submissions. 
Most importantly, be sure to get your submission to the 
Council before applications close. 
Once the submissions period closes, Council will be in 
touch with all submitters with the process to follow for that 
particular application. However, that process is beyond the 
scope of this article. 

Abigail Little
Abigail Little is a solicitor practising commercial and prop-
erty law at Mortlock McCormack Law. She can be con-
tacted at: abigail.little@mortlock-mccormack.co.nz

Resource Management –
When can you get in on the Act? 
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www.pharmacyonhand.com

The New 
Zealand Historic 
Places Trust 
Conservation 
of Historic 
Buildings and 
Sites

Providing advice about the conservation and protection of 
heritage buildings and their sites is a core activity for the 
New Zealand Historic Places Trust (NZHPT) and is estab-
lished under the Historic Places Act 1993 (HPA). Buildings 
and sites can be registered with NZHPT as either Category 
I or II, depending on their assessed cultural heritage signifi -
cance. These registrations are often protected as listings in 
the Council’s District Plan.
Owners of heritage buildings are likely to be required to 
apply to the local Council for a resource consent when pro-
posing to alter or make additions to listed heritage build-
ings, and as part of that process NZHPT can provide advice 
as to the most appropriate solutions that will have the least 
impact on the cultural heritage values of the building or 
site.
NZHPT supports the conservation and adaptive reuse of 
heritage buildings, both commercial and residential, and 
supports owners fi nding contemporary uses with minimum 
loss of heritage value. NZHPT can provide funding assis-
tance to the owners of Category I buildings only in private 
ownership for conservation works.
Your fi rst port of call for obtaining advice about your heri-
tage building or site (whether listed or not) is to call the 
offi ce Ph: (03) 365 2897 or refer to our website
guidance documents:
http://www.historic.org.nz/publications/
SustMgt_guidance_series.html  

To Be or Not To Be Currently there appears, from my point 
of view, a different feel about being on the Community 
Board. It’s not because I am the Chair and the role is dif-
ferent from when I was a member, or the fact we have 
three new members, but I have the feeling that Community 
Boards are at a pivotal phase of their existence. Community 

Boards have been around for twenty 
years, next year, and have grown 
into what I thought was a pivotal 
role and a need in and for the com-
munities that we represent.  For 
me that fi rst phase out was when 
the Remuneration Authority, three 
committee members in Wellington, 
who decided to reduce Community 
Board members’ wages. My role, 
as Chair, has had a 36% pay cut 
and the members had a 16%. The 

increase went to Councillors—which I am not saying was 
wrong as they work hard and the decision was out of their 
hands—but with the reduction of Councillors the workload 
has increased at Community Board level, and I work thirty 
hours as the Chair a week, and there are not many employers 
out there today would employ me on working around those 
hours. All Boards have delegated authority to make certain 
decisions, these delegations have not changed and are in fact 
up for review in June, but lately I feel as if our delegated 
authority has and is getting less and less. I know around 
the country that many of the Community Boards don’t have 
the delegated authority that we have in the City, and some 
Councils want to become one Unilateral Authority, but this 
doesn’t change the frustration that I still feel as an elected 
member in Christchurch. I just can’t seem to put my fi n-
ger on the reason why I feel like this, as Mayor Parker has 
been very supportive of Community Boards and allowed 
one Council meeting a month to just deal with Community 
Board issues, and this has proven to be an invaluable link 
between Councillors and Community Boards. Community 
Boards are just so important for the community and need to 
be used to the full capacity or the only option left will be...
well that really is the question isn’t it?

Megan Evans, Chair Shirley/Papanui Community Board 

To Be or Not To Be

Bar 1066

1066 Colombo Street
Phone 366 9668

Where
everyone
meets
a
friend.

trade

skills
Building - Carpentry
Painting - Plastering
Electrical - Plumbing

Paperhanging
Waterblasting

General Handyman
and much more

Trade Skills

Phone

Peter on 332-6274
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Although I have lived in central Christchurch most of my 
life and I have always felt safe, many residents, especially 
the elderly, are anxious about rising violent crime and do 
not feel secure in their homes. 
Last week I held a “Cut Crime in Christchurch” 
public meeting in the Town Hall. Invited guests 
included Garth McVicar from the Sensible 
Sentencing Trust; the Mayor Bob Parker; and 
police offi cers Superintendent Dave Cliff and 
Inspector Gary Knowles. It was an opportunity 
for the community to have their say on crime 
issues and the Town Hall was packed. It was 
great to see so many people that cared. 
Many family members and friends of victims 
came to show their concern. As a mark of respect 
we observed a minute’s silence for those who 
have been victims of crime in our city and those who had 
fi rst-hand experience of the results of violent crime.
The police are committed to active policing along the lines 
of the “Zero Tolerance” model used in New York. By clean-
ing up minor law violations, such as graffi ti, breaching the 
liquor ban, and not wearing helmets, police stop the escala-
tion to major crimes. They are also rostering more police on 
the beat on weekend nights. 
Alcohol and violence goes hand in hand, and we are con-
cerned about the ready availability and abuse of alcohol. 

Busloads of drunks are dumped into the late night city and 
bars need better control of excessive drinkers.
The central city is awash, with over 550 liquor outlets and 
many operating 24 hours. The voluntary lockout of bars 

after 4.00am has helped but alcohol is still avail-
able at convenience stores.  
Mayor Bob Parker is keen to tighten up licens-
ing laws and I agree with him.
It is a small number of repeat offenders who 
cause most of the problems.  Concern was 
expressed about the number of violent offend-
ers that are being released on bail and home 
detention, and violent offenders getting shorter 
jail sentences, meaning that they are out on the 
streets more quickly. I am also concerned about 
the amount of “P” that is being manufactured in 

Christchurch. The link between violence, child abuse and 
drugs like “P” is not fully understood. 
The weekend following the meeting and a week of publicity 
about “Zero Tolerance” was particularly quiet for the police. 
Let’s hope it continues!
I invite you to my Free Community Seminar: Understanding 
the Dangers of “P,” at 7.00pm on 16th July, 2008. Email me 
at: nicky.wagner@parliament.govt.nz  for more details and 
tickets.  

Nicky Wagner, National MP

Together we Can Cut Crime in Christchurch 

When Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay reached the 
summit of Mt Everest, the view was in one sense breathtak-
ing and in another a postcard cliché. Yet the world recalls 
forever that moment as a means to inspire us all to reach the 
‘summit’ in our own lives. 
Yet Hillary and Tenzing only reached the summit of Everest 
because of their army of supporters who gave up their own 
personal ambitions. And therein lays the truth when each 
of us ‘summit.’  We have only made it because we were 
allowed to put our crampons into someone else’s carefully 
cut footholds. Then, like Hillary and Tenzing, we too unfurl 
our fl ag and claim the summit as ours.  
We then stand and take in the view, but instead of bright 
lights and colour, we see—as did Hillary and Tenzing—a 
mass of white jagged peaks fi lling the horizon.  Gone are 
the green valleys, the deep blue sea and the people. 
Sitting at the summit of our careers, with the arduous climb 
behind us, somehow we have lost so much more than we 
ever gained.  For we are alone and trapped atop the moun-
tain fearful of a catastrophic slide into obscurity.
We steel ourselves daily against any assault on our precari-
ous position. 
But...should we be brave enough to descend from the sum-
mit, we soon fi nd ourselves immersed in a vibrant world 
where freedom of being can be seen in the fl ags fl ying freely 

in the breeze, the bells of the temples ringing out across the 
crisp still air and the chanting of the priests that instils a 
sense of soulful peace. For there is more to see and experi-
ence in the lanes and byways of the valleys, than that which 
is possible from the summit. 
So if you are busy climbing to the summit or sitting atop 
of it, ask yourself this…are you truly on top of the world? 
Or...is there something missing in your life? Are you brave 
enough to dare to believe in a better tomorrow? Can you 
begin to imagine how colourful your life might be?
Are you prepared to let go and no longer be in control? 
Because when you free yourself from the expectations of 
others, when you allow peace to engulf your soul, when you 
sit in quiet contemplation with no need to serve others, and 
when you can truly see what there is to love about you...then 
you will have reached the summit of your soul.
And you will truly be on top of the world.  Reach for it right 
now!!

On Top of the World

Lyn Nikoloff  

© 2008 Lyn Nikoloff http://
www.bijouxpubl ish ing.
com/page.php?4
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Buying and selling property

Wills & Estates Traffic Prosecutions

Applications for

Limited Drivers Licences

Matrimonial Matters

Property Sharing Agreements

Phone Bill McMenamin

182a Papanui Road

355-2333

Contemporary urban life provides few opportunities to get 
to know our neighbours, let alone to discuss civic affairs 
with them. Even in St Albans, it is rare to have a neighbourly 
conversation over the back fence. How can the citizens con-
cerned about in-fi ll of those back gardens organise them-
selves to respond? They can use this fi ne publication, and 
can meet over kitchen tables, or at the Community Centre. 
But how can we engage around issues affecting the whole 
city, or indeed the whole of Canterbury? It is diffi cult to get 
to meetings. Letters to the Editor are just that: edited. 
E-Democracy, the use of the 
Internet to increase participa-
tion in the democratic pro-
cess, provides one solution.
The Canterbury Online 
Public Issues Forum enables 
Cantabrians to engage with 
each other around issues 
affecting the region. You can 
view the discussions, and reg-
ister to receive email deliver-
ies and make posts of your 
own at the following address:
http://canterburyissues.org.nz Established in April 2007, the 
forum is run by an independent, non-partisan steering com-
mittee, which ensures that the forum is managed without 
bias, so that all voices can be heard. The steering committee 
is accountable to the Canterbury Communications Trust, 
the organisation that runs Plains FM. A Forum Manager 
ensures that participation stays within clear guidelines. The 
forum is based on the model established by E-Democracy.
Org (http://e-democracy.org), and used to run successful 
public issues forums in the US and UK.
The forum fosters civil debate on controversial topics such 
as water, boy racers, and urban development.  The diversity 
of the participants in the forum ensures that a wide range of 
perspectives is offered. Although debate is often robust, it is 
respectful, and characterised by openness to others’ points 
of view. The forum refl ects and enhances the richness of the 
Canterbury community.

You will always fi nd an audience for your point of view in 
the Canterbury Online Public Issues Forum. Interesting and 
well put arguments tend to receive thoughtful responses. 
The forum currently has over two hundred members, 
including several prominent local politicians. The local 
decision makers create the opportunity for genuine public 
engagement, in a truly public place. Unlike submissions, or 
questions delivered by email, questions in the forum, the 
answers given, and failure to answer questions are all per-
manently visible on the Web. The forum allows citizens to 

set the agenda of public conversa-
tions, rather than simply respond-
ing on matters where public input 
is sought.
The forum has four main guide-
lines. Participants must use their 
real name. Posts must relate 
to Canterbury in some way. 
Participants must be civil, and 
only two posts per day are per-
mitted. These guidelines encour-
age people to think carefully 
before they post. Within these 

guidelines, however, any topic is permitted. Posts are not 
edited or deleted.
As the forum uses an email group, messages posted to the 
forum are usually delivered by email. After joining the 
forum, it is possible to choose the “digest” setting where 
a maximum of one email per day is delivered. For those 
unfamiliar with email and the Web, some assistance may 
be helpful to get this set up. St Albans’ own NeighbourNet 
at 1047 Colombo Street would be a good place to get help. 
The computers at NeighbourNet could also easily be used to 
view the discussions in the forum, without joining.
As the General Election approaches, the urgency of conver-
sation to address local issues is increasing. Now is a good 
time to join the Canterbury Online Public Issues Forum, 
raise the issues that matter to you, and ask your local politi-
cians to respond to you there.

Dan Randow 

Discuss Local Issues in the
Canterbury Online Public Issues Forum

http://canterburyissues.org.nz
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Antarctica Haiku
This is a special contribution by Year 5 and Year 6 students of the St Albans School of the Extension Programme of the 
Young Writers’ Workshop led by Judy Calder. New Zealand music composer and writer Patrick Shepherd provided the igni-
tion for this term’s senior young writers. In conjunction with the NZ Artists in Residence programme, Patrick experienced 
an awesome time down at the bottom of the world. He shared his experiences and some of his new compositions with a 
selected group of senior students at St Albans School. This is a sample of their work

Frost fl owers bloom
From glaciers
Salt crystals.
Ruby Beresford

Baby penguins
Huddled together
Russian dolls.
Marcel Foster

Ice wind
Claws
Howling wolf.
Marcel Foster

An arrow
Frozen in time
Orion’s belt.
Phoebe Carswell

Dry landscape
With no borders
Frozen deserts.
Jack Bosworth

Travellers spit rocks
From lumpy porridge
Snow water boils.
Jordan Whitteker-Love

Auroras travel
In a fl ock
Antarctic migration.
Hugh Mercer-Beumelburg

Six months of sun
Followed by darkness
Mothers all out to sea.
Tori Maxwell

Rock and ice
Declare war
Human indifference.
Hugh Mercer-Beumelburg

Blue whales
Seven cars long – 
Global warming.
Pippa Wipperfeurth

Blue eyed shags
Circle the sky
Six months of summer.
Gabrielle McDonald

White spheres
Warm in winter sun – 
Icebergs hatch.
Pippa Wipperfeurth

Icebergs fl oat 
A continent melts
Tear drops.
Jake Jeffries

PIRATES  OF  THE  SKIES
Ruby Beresford
 
Pirates of the skies
Raise skull and crossbone fl ags
On ghost ships.

Penguin skeletons
Cry like clarinets
Frozen in time.

Emperor eggs
Are royal treasure
Of the cryosphere.

Outlaw skuas
Use scimitar beaks
To raid the underworld.

SCYTHE  WINDS
Jack Bosworth

Antarctic winds
Cut like scythes
In a spirit landscape.

Stalagmites shatter
Like ice fl owers
Blooming in snow.

Explorers huddle
In frozen huts
To survive the night.

Katabatic breath
Harvests a countryside
Warped by ghosts.

LONG  LOST  LIVES
Jordan Whitteker-Love

Adèlie penguins
Are artists exploring
An unframed continent.

A blank canvas
Stretches across the horizon
As snow paints the painter.

Webbed footprints
Look like the crown
Of an Emperor.

Daily survival
Is an art form
In a landscape of contrast.
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Karen Guilliland is it’s founding president and has been 
honoured for her services to midwifery. Now she is CEO. 
You have seen her on TV and heard her on radio talking 
to Kathryn Ryan and others on a range of issues. Here she 
is caught on paper with a grand executive satchel which is 
probably full of clever ideas for fi nding money -not from 
the government. This place is entirely self supporting. It is 
admin. plus everything else. It has various health contracts, 
education programs for midwives - many pay subs to use 
the clinic. The home birth association and local groups are 
represented. Teens are always welcome. “It is still health 
and community centred,”says Karen Guilliland.
The National Offi ce moved here 5 years ago from the 
Bealey Ave Bishop St corner -to a mighty mess. Hundreds 
of stinking mattresses and a shower in a cupboard. This 
place famous many decades ago for the Williman husband 
and wife team who lived on site and ran a school for slow 
learners. Joan Williman is still alive and visited recently 
with photos and history. A splendid building - with a resi-
dent bellbird - spoiled by aluminium window frames and a 
decramastic roof which I have failed utterly to convey. What 
I see instead are rows of little mountains. There is a mix of 
people the day I visit - a farmer type with an elegant wife, 

College Of Midwives National Office

an expectant young mother towing a big boyfriend who is 
being spurred on by friends in a parked car. All of them 
supporting and being supported by active, well resourced 
staff - and supremely comfortable sofas and chairs

Hilaire Campbell

Old House
Under lamplight with china owls peering
Down, the room of the kauri house glows warm;
The garden shivers from the snow, skies clearing
And leaving behind a Spring-blast of storm.
Above the pelmet lies a bamboo hat
Last worn in a Japanese winter, and small 
Curios and pictures remind me that
Life catches bright colours beyond these walls.
In kitchen lies a plastic camel train
Made years ago by deft and nimble hands
And on the window glass refl ections stain – 
Our memories sifting through time like sand.
Under lamplight I see the shadows still,
This old house creaks, though its heart never will.

Mark Elderton



Page 10  St Albans News June 2008

Letters to the editor

Dear Editor   
I looked with interest at the photo of the house on the front 
page of the May issue as it seemed very familiar to me - 69 
Caledonian Rd - yes it was our house !
We have been living in this house for the last 35 years and 
it has always felt special to me.  Over these years we have 
had various visits from the descendants of Sali Mahomet 
(otherwise known as Icecream Charlie) who had the house 
built in 1908.  It has been a great pleasure to show these 
family members around the house, some whom have come 
from as far away as Australia, and hear from them their 
reminiscences about the original family who had lived 
there. What we now have as the sitting room was in earlier 
times the dining room and once Sali had invitied the whole 
of the visiting Indian hockey team to dine with the fam-
ily - they must have had a very large table !  If any of the 
readers know anything more about the house we would be 
very interested to hear about it.   Sali’s story has been writ-
ten up by Richard Greenaway in “ Rich Man, Poor Man, 
Environmentalist, Thief “ published by Christchurch City 
Libraries.and gives the background of this family.   I have 
attached a photo of the house as it is today - a gracious old 
lady - and a poem written by our eldest son Mark express-
ing his feelings about the house.

Nan Elderton

Dear Editor
We all understand the increased disorder that a liquor outlet 
can bring; alcohol abuse causes much of the violence in our 
city centre at the weekends 
Alcohol is not just another consumer item; it’s a drug that 
can be misused causing harm to individuals and to commu-
nities in the form of disorder, drink driving and violence. 
A shop selling just alcohol is very different from a licensed 
café or restaurant where locals may enjoy a drink, or not, 
with food and good company.
Much work has been done over the years on host respon-
sibility and selling food with alcohol has been adopted by 
pubs around the city in an attempt to change the way we 
consume alcohol.  But it has yet to change our binge drink-
ing culture particularly amongst young people.
The Sale of Liquor Act certainly needs a comprehensive, 
public review and I’m pleased to see that the local Labour 
candidate is looking into it.  Such a review is part of the 
Greens’ drugs policy as well. The new liquor outlet in 
St Albans is yet another example of community concerns 
being ignored by the authorities that govern on our behalf.  
Until we have government, both local and national, that is 
responsive to the people directly affected by their policies 
we will continue to get such stupid decisions being made.

Jan McLauchlan
Green Candidate for Christchurch Central 365 1995021 

206 6408 Jan.mclauchlan@greens.org.nz

The Editor, Dear Sir.
I have noticed a growing trend that the St Albans News is 
publishing all sorts of unusual religious viewpoints.  While 
I have no objection to people believing in anything they 
like, I do not feel that the newsletter is the place to promote 
such things.  When you boil it all down, there are only two 
things that are real in this life. They are, passing on your 
genetic heritage to the next generation and leaving some-
thing valuable of yourself for following generations.  The 
rest is superstition (belief) and cannot be proven to exist.  
Life is precious, and it is the duty of all of us to make things 
just a little better for us all while we have the time and 
opportunity.

Dafyd

The St Albans News is a religiously neutral and indepen-
dent publication, and we encourage articles about all kinds 
of faiths and philosophies that are practiced by the people 
of St Albans. If we were to restrict the publication of infor-
mation about differing beliefs, we would not have been able 
to publish this readers statement of belief, either ... [Ed.]

We are grateful to Nan Elderton to have come forward 
with her interesting story, as we chose a picture at random 
from our archives to illustrate the front page article in last 
month’s St Albans News.   [Ed.]

greenSpace
Eco Accommodation

Eco-friendly relaxed accom-
modation. Private, professional, 

affordable
www.greenspace.co.nz

Ph 356 228

CATS on CRANFORD
(Next door to St Albans Vet)

Inspection welcome

102 Cranford Street

Phone Rebecca

355-6743

St Albans Veterinary Practice
Cnr Cranford & Berwick Sts

Phone us when your pet
 needs the vet

355-6747 (24 hours)

Dr. Geoff  Mehrtens B.V.Sc

69 Caledonian Road as it looks today
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Mairehau High School
Adult & Community Education Programme

Enquiries: Contact Adrienne Lomax
Ph 385 3145 or

email lomaxa@mairehau.school.nz

www.mairehau.school.nz
www.paceinfo.org.nz

Part of Pegasus Adult & Community Education 

Working from home ?

Use the

as your
shop front

to the
community

St Albans

News

email
news@stalbans.gen.nz

or ‘phone 379 6305

up to 40 stalls selling plants, 
fruit & vegetables, cakes, craft s, 
collectables,household  goods 

& much more

Market

Every Saturday 9am - 2pm
at  English Park,
Cranford Street

The St Albans 
Community Market

Enquiries phone 351- 9727

Who Are We? The people who run the
St Albans Community Centre

ALLAN CAMPBELL
Allan Campbell is one of the volunteers at the NeighbourNet 
Computer Room. After retiring from his job as a librarian, 
Allan found volunteering at the 
Community Centre as a good 
way to share his knowledge 
and interest in computers with 
others. While enjoying his ‘Big 
OE’ together with his wife in 
2004, Allan had experience in 
this type of volunteer position 
working at a community centre 
in London. He also volunteers 
at Burwood Hospital, teaching 
patients how to use the Internet 
and email. It is this communication aspect of the technology 
that sparks Allan’s interest; the way that it allows people to 
communicate with family and friends on the other side of 
the world.

IAN RAE
Ian Rae is the treasurer of the St Albans Governance Board. 
A member of the Board since mid-2007, he fi rst became 
involved due to an interest in 
local roading and develop-
ment issues. Originally from 
Melbourne, Ian relocated to 
Christchurch with his family in 
2006. He now works part-time 
for the Gestalt Institute of New 
Zealand and does building work 
on the weekends, as well as car-
ing for his two young children. 
Ian says that he has a passion 
for the arts in all of its forms, in 
particular the street artwork and sculpture present in his 
own home city. Through his role on the Board, Ian hopes to 
help create a ‘community vision,’ introducing St Albans to 
this new way of presenting the arts. 

ALISON ELMES
Most likely a familiar face to regulars at the St Albans 
Community Centre, Alison Elmes has worked as the 
Centre’s community worker for the past three and a half 
years. This position allows her to keep busy with a num-
ber of tasks including organising groups, hall hire, fund-
ing applications, volunteers, and basically making sure the 
Centre runs smoothly. It was through her participation in 
Pilates and Tai Chi classes at the Centre that led her to this 
position. A resident of St Albans for the past sixteen years, 
Alison also enjoys ballroom dancing in her spare time.

Kirsty Bliss  

Mairehau Ladies Probus Club
We have vacancies for new members. We are a friendly club 
which offers social contact and companionship to retired 
and semi-retired ladies, meeting monthly at the St Albans/
Shirley Club with interesting speakers and entertainment, 
and various activities such as a walking group (weekly), 
and bi-monthly bus trips. We meet on the fi rst Thursday of 
each month at 10 am.  Contact:
Secretary: Leah Halkett, 385 6310
Asst. Secretary: Noelene Boyce, 385 6655
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A History of the St Albans Swimming Club, and the 
Edgeware Pool 1923 – 2008.  Part 3

PROPOSED PUBLIC SWIMMING BATH FOR
ST ALBANS, 1930

Last month, Part 2  covered the fund-raising from 1930 to 
November 1933. Typical of the fund-raising was this car-
nival held by the St Albans Swim Club as reported in The 
Press 8th December 1930.
OPENING OF THE SEASON
“The committee and members of the St. Albans Swimming 
Club are making strenuous 
efforts to raise funds for the 
construction of new baths, 
which, it is projected, will 
be the largest and most up-
to-date in Christchurch.
A further effort was the 
Carnival held on Saturday 
afternoon in connexion 
with the opening of the 
season at the present baths, 
which are situated in the 
St. Albans district school 
grounds. This function was 
well attended and there was 
a programme of interest-
ing races. When declaring 
the season open, the Mayor 
of Christchurch, Mr  J M 
Archer, wished the club 
success in their enterprise.
The present baths were ade-
quate for school use but not 
for competitive racing on a large scale. He trusted that the 
season would be a good one and that the new baths would 
soon be available. He understood that the new baths would 
be the largest in Christchurch and that would be a feather in  
the cap for St. Albans.” The Press 8/12/1930
“A feather in the cap” indeed !!  The committee must have 
been spurred on to further fund-raising  by these supportive 
comments, and in 1933 the pool committee estimated there 
was just about enough funds in the kitty  to start work on 
the new  pool.
The Committee moved into top gear with regular weekly 
meetings in Mr Thomson’s offi ce and additional meetings 
on Friday nights when the workload demanded it. The fund 
consisted of £117 plus promises of donations to the sum 
of £50, and a further £50 to £100 was needed before work 
could begin.
For additional funds a deputation went to the City Council 
to request that the Council take over the maintenance of 
the St Albans playground so that the £331 held by the St 
Albans playground committee could be transferred to the 
pool fund.  In the meantime, Mr Glue had submitted a price 
of £550 for the construction of an open-air pool, 100 feet 
long by 33 feet 4 inches wide, plus £120 for the fence, and 

£80 for a dressing shed.
The Council agreed to supply water free for twelve months, 
and to make a donation towards the pool fund “depending 
on the next year’s fi nancial estimates.” In December, the 
Mayor (Mr D S Sullivan) stated he was “very interested in 
the project and would give all the help he could.”
The Council agreed to pay half the cost of the boundary 
fence, and to provide fi ve to six men to dig out the soil. 

Around this time, the 
Canterbury Swimming 
Association was brought 
on board to assist with pool 
design, along with the rec-
ommendation the pool size 
be increased to 150 feet long 
by 36 feet wide. An addi-
tional cost of £170.
“Ways and means for rais-
ing the extra money were 
needed.” By February 1933, 
the pool committee were 
desperate for the Council to 
make a decision re the fence 
and the artesian well, as no 
progress had been made.  Mr 
Thomson suggested  that, as 
an alternative, the Council 
“may loan the money for the 
purpose.” The pool com-
mittee moved that a resolu-
tion be conveyed to the City 

Council “that this committee would regard as an extreme 
favour an early decision from the Christchurch City Council 
re assistance with the fencing and supplying water in con-
nection with the proposed public bath.” A request was also 
made to the Town Clerk for the pool committee to meet the 
Council fi nance committee.
In June the deputation met the Council fi nance committee 
and received a favourable hearing, ”although it was improb-
able that the Council would grant all their requests.” The 
City Engineer had considered the cost of fencing and a 
water supply which would cost approx £270, and promised 
an early decision.
There was to be no early decision, but the pool commit-
tee received a letter in July  from the Council stating that 
the requests re fence and the artesian well would be consid-
ered when the ‘estimates for the current year where being 
framed.’ !!
By this stage, the £331 in the St Albans playground fund was 
in jeopardy. The playground committee were “disappointed 
that no guarantee had been given in writing” from the City 
Council to defray costs for the new fence and well, and 
“while not wanting to put obstacles in the way,” they were 
reluctant to release the £331 from the playground fund until 

Work progressing on St Albans Swimming Pool,
Christchurch Times, 1934
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Council assurance was received in writing. Pressure was 
now coming on the pool  committee from the Canterbury 
Swimming Association to resolve these matters before 
1st August, or the pool would not be built in time for the 
National Championships the next February, and they would 
revert to Auckland.
The St Albans branch of the RSA offered to subsidise the 
wages of returned soldiers used in the construction, and The 
Press “was granted the privilege of printing the photo of the 
bath plan.”
By the end of July, Councillor Beanland had “authentically 
informed Mr Thomson that provision had been made in the 
current year’s estimates for the sum of 135 pounds for the 
fencing around the bath and a further 135 pounds for the 
well,” and Mr Thomson was hoping for confi rmation in 
writing by the end of the week.
With opening  day only seven months away (Feb 1934) 
major decisions still had to be made re pool design, and also 
for the community to raise the remaining funds required to 
pay for the actual pool, changing sheds and seating.
Mr Glue submitted written and signed estimates of £775 for 
a 150 foot bath and £600 for a 100 foot bath. Thankfully 
the Swimming Centre was not opposed to the 100 foot bath 
and the pool committee accepted that “150 feet was more or 
less an ambitious object and not a necessity for the National 
Championships.”
With the limited funds available, the committee settled on 
100 feet. On 24th August, the committee had received its 
letter from the Council confi rming its contribution of £135 
set aside for the fence and a further £135 next year for the 
well. At the same meeting Mr Glue’s estimate for the 100 
foot pool was accepted, and committee members were to 
meet at the pool site to start pegging out.
Councillor Beanland  approved the site and pool speci-
fi cation as satisfactory, and public meetings were held to 
raise funds for seating and cubicles. Toc H were contacted 
re a gymnastics display and the Christchurch Sports Club 
offered an exhibition of boxing and wrestling. Applications 
were made to the Minister of Internal Affairs for partici-
pation in the Dominion Art Union. The Repertory Society 
were asked to perform “Charlie’s Aunt” as a fund-raiser. 
Construction started in September 1933, and “Mr Glue has-
tened the excavation by procuring a horse and scoop.”
At the same time the committee was deciding on seating 
and had visited a number of sports’ grounds. They “consid-
ered that the seating accommodation at English Park, with 
a little improvement, would be best to erect.”  In October, 
a progress payment of £125 was due to the contractor and 
the committee secretary was instructed to write to the St 
Albans playground committee asking for a sum of £125 out 
of their funds. At the same meeting Mr Fyfe’s offer of a 
detailed plan for the high dive was accepted.
Detailed plans were received in December for the changing 
cubicles, but the cost - which had now risen to £165 - was 
considered too high. To prevent any further delays a special 
meeting was arranged to change certain details and obtain a 
new estimate. The price was reduced back to £80 and work 
started immediately.

It was also “left in the hands of Mr Thomson to procure 
suitable timber for the diving boards.”  Around this time, 
the committee was also facing problems with the boundary 
fence and the cut off corner at the Edgeware Road entrance, 
and discussions were taking place with the Swimming 
Centre  over pool rental costs for the championships.
The Centre settled on £5-5-0 a day with 20% of the net profi t 
going to the pool committee.
“Also the Swimming Centre wanted assurance that the bath 
would be ready for the championships.” By early January, 
the committee realised there wasn’t enough time to erect 
the seating with volunteers, and tenders were called from 
contractors, the stipulation being work must be completed 
in ten days.
Emergency funds needed to be raised, and £11-8-0 from 
the Christmas Hamper solved the problem. (The Christmas 
Hamper was so successful an Easter Hamper was organised 
soon after.)
On the 11th January, Mr Glue expressed concerns that the 
fence hadn’t been completed and that laying the concrete 
could be a concern with children in the area. Opening day 
was confi rmed for the 10th February, and the MP for the 
area, Mr Holland, invited. (Mr Holland also gave a £5 dona-
tion). The pressure for completion was really on.
The high dive had to be put on hold till a later date, and the 
Swimming Centre was requesting that the pool be fi lled ten 
days before the championships.
The pool committee was “instructed to write to His Worship 
the Mayor asking him to open the bath and extend an invita-
tion to the Councillors and Town Clerk.”

CHCH. TIMES 5/1/1934 “ST ALBANS BATH READY 
FOR FILLING “- MUCH WORK TO BE DONE ...” 
“While there is still a great deal of work to be done at the St 
Albans swimming bath before it will be ready for February, 
the actual bath is practically completed, and it is expected it 
will be fi lled for the fi rst time on Monday morning.
There is still much levelling off to be done on the area, as 
well as the erection of fences and seating for between 500 
and 600.” With ten days to go, a hitch arose with the bound-
ary fence on the east side of the right of way when the own-
ers of the property withdrew their consent to erect the new 
fence. Mr Thomson agreed to re-interview the owners and 
the issue was resolved.
When the morning of the 10th February 1934 dawned, the 
community had achieved their aim to build a pool...it opened 
on time, and “Canon Bean took the fi rst plunge.”
Next month, part 4 covers the press release of the opening 
ceremony and the National Championships.
Compiled from the pool committee minute book 1930-
1934, kindly loaned to the Friends of Edgeware by Hardie 
& Thomson.

Paul Somerville
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Competitive rates
Different sizes

Typesetting services provided
Discounts for repeat ads

Email news@stalbans.gen.nz
or call 379 6305

A Japanese company ( Toyota ) and an American  company 
(General Motors) decided to have a canoe race on the Mis-
souri  River.
Both teams practiced long and hard to reach their peak per-
formance before the race.
On the big day, the Japanese won by a mile.
The Americans, very discouraged and depressed, decided 
to investigate the reason for the crushing defeat. A manage-
ment team made up of senior management was formed to 
investigate and recommend appropriate action.
Their conclusion was the Japanese had eight people row-
ing and one person steering, while the American team had 
eight people steering and one person rowing.
Feeling a deeper study was in order, American management 
hired a consulting company and paid them a large amount 
of money for a second opinion.
They advised, of course, that too many people were steer-
ing the boat, while not enough people were rowing.
Not sure of how to utilize that information, but wanting 
to prevent another loss to the Japanese, the rowing team’s  
management structure was totally reorganized to four steer-
ing supervisors, three area steering superintendents and one 
assistant superintendent steering manager.
They also implemented a new performance system that  
would give the one person rowing the boat greater incen-

John Radley
Mechanical Ltd

961 Colombo St, 377-1588

Support your local businesses
Hours: Mon to Fri 8.00am - 5.30pm

For “A” grade service to all cars

Full lubrication service, W.O.F., tyres,
batteries and all mechanical repairs

Corner of Purchas Street

tive to work harder. It was called the ‘Rowing Team Quality 
First Program,’ with meetings, dinners and free pens for the 
rower. There was discussion of getting new paddles, canoes 
and other equipment, extra vacation days for practices and 
bonuses.
The next year the Japanese won by two miles.
Humiliated, the American management laid off the rower 
for poor performance, halted development of a new canoe, 
sold the paddles, and canceled all capital investments for 
new equipment. The money saved was distributed to the 
Senior Executives as bonuses and the next year’s racing 
team was out-sourced to India .
Sadly, The End.
Here’s something else to think about: Ford has spent the last 
thirty years moving all its factories out of the USA, claim-
ing they can’t make money paying American wages.
Toyota has spent the last thirty years building more than a 
dozen plants inside the USA. The last quarter’s results:
Toyota made 4 billion in profi ts while Ford racked up 9 bil-
lion in losses.
Ford folks are still  scratching their heads.
If This Weren’t So True It Might Be Funny.
Possibly an object lesson for New Zealand now that compa-
nies are moving off shore.

An Object Lesson ...
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SERVICES

TUITION

St Albans News Classifieds

0800DC3FLY

Aakland Carpet Clean-
ing: Super cleaned from $15/
room; standard clean from 
$10/rm, economy clean from 
$8/room. Over 20 years expe-
rience. Ph. 388 3314

Accountant: Working from 
home in St Albans area. Self 
employed accounts, rental 
properties, GST and tax re-
turns etc. Excellent refer-
ences available. Phone Susan 
Ayton on 980 7334 or email 
taxayton@paradise.net.nz 

Artist seeks work space like 
unused garage, room, or other 
area.  Must be free of charge.  
Ph David. 356 1280 

Celebrant available for your 
marriage, civil union, or oth-
er ceremony. Ruth Gardner, 
phone 03 365-6943, www.
ruth.org.nz

Computer Guru: Highest 
quality computer servicing, 
fixing all hardware/software 
problems, installations, ad-
vice and more. Servicing St 
Albans for three years, now 
expanding. Call outs start at 
$40/hr. Off-site repairs $20/
hr. Phone 355 4118 or 021 
0243 7398, or pcguru@ or-
con.net.nz 

Computer lessons for be-
ginners, or a bit more.  Win-
dows, Internet, Email, down-
loading etc.  Your PC or mine.  
Low rates neg.  Ph David, 356 
1280

Divine Massage: New to 
your area Therapeutic/Deep 
Tissue massage & acupres-
sure. Yvonne – Diploma 
(Ad.C.M.A) BSYA Queen-
sland. Introductory special 
$45 hour. Welcomes new 
clients. Phone now for ap-
pointment 386 1747 or 027 
617 3179

Classifieds, 25 cents per word 
Call 379 635

Selling real estate in St 
Albans for over 25 years. 
For service that stands 

the test of time.

Phil Adcock
Phone: 359 3441

021 909 950

To sell your home, call

A J McPherson & Associates
MREINZ

Advertise in the
St Albans News. 

Eff ective and reasonable 
in cost.

Electrical: Bright Sparks 
Electrical Ltd. Registered 
tradesmen. Call Peter at 027 
572 8864 or 382 5824 (after 
hours)

Hairdresser: Fully qualified 
for haircuts, perms, & sets 
in your own home. Phone 
Theresa 352 8208 or 027 221 
8616

Housecleaning job in St Al-
bans wanted by honest and 
reliable lady on a weekly ba-
sis. $25 per townhouse/flat. 
Phone Nicola 386 1118

Housekeeper requires clean-
ing job. References available, 
competitive rates. Phone 027 
2066844

Ironing $15.00 per hour. In 
your home or can collect in 
St Albans/Merivale area. Ph. 
Janis 355 9034

Painting & Decorating: Quali-
fied Tradesman, 20 years ex-
perience. Internal external 
plastering. Free quotes. Lo-
cally based. Ph. Mark on 355 
7670 or 0274 343 300

Piano & Cello Tuition – 
adults & teenagers. Begin-
ners welcome. Fun & relaxed 
lessons at a reasonable price. 
Phone 027 717 7415

Plumber and Gasfitter: 
Craftsman available for all 
plumbing and gasfitting 
work. Ph Hamish 027 2166 
998

Roofing: New Roofs, Re-
pairs, Maintenance, Parapet 
Flashing, Free Advice. Ph. 
Clinton 366 6019 or 027 220 
1982

Self Defence Classes, non-
contact, no competition. 
Qualified Instructors, St Al-
bans Church, Berwick Street, 
Tues & Thurs 4.30 – 7.30 
All ages welcome Ph 0800 
581481

Shopping Helper Available 
with own car - reliable hon-
est lady willing to help with 
groceries, mail, Doctor/hair 
appointments, etc. pick up, 
assist & support, drop off & 
unpack. Hourly rate. Phone 
Nicola 386 1118 

Clarinet, sax & piano: expe-
rienced local teacher. Phone 
Nicola on 385 6399 

English Tuition: Foreign stu-
dents of all levels.  Individu-
als or groups.  $15/hr.  Phone 
Peter 377 8197

English Tutor: Students, all 
levels. $15 per hour. Phone 
John on 027 6865 232

Fairies and angels from 2 
years. Music, ballet, fantasy, 
fun ! Tuesdays Thursdays. 
$60 Term. Enrolments phone 
379 6305 or 021 120 6540

Yoga: St Albans Community 
Resource Centre. Tuesdays 
10-11.30am. Friendly, relax-
ing class, well suited to ma-
ture figures. Phone Pauline 
on 980 8760

Ally Builders
Working alongside you to accomplish the 
project  with quality results; renovations; 

assist ance with Council Consents & 
design application; free onsite consulta-

tions & quotes.
Contact  Andrew Young (Advanced Trade 

Cert & 12 years experience)
Ph 03 356 1607 or 021 748 379

andy_leonie@xtra.co.nz

www.choikwangdo.co.nz

The St Albans 
News relies

on your
contributions.
Please send us
your articles,
letters and

notices.
The deadline

for the
July issue is
June 15th. 

1047 Colombo Street. Phone 379 6305 or 374 2465
Email: office@stalbans.gen.nz

Office Hours 10 am – 3 pm Monday to Friday
Offers to the community:

•  The Press - available in lounge area
•  Fax facility
•  Photopcopying  @ 10 cents per A4
•  Hall Hire   -  Conditions apply
    $10 per hour non-profit  community rate
    $15 per hour Commercial rate
    $30 per hour for private functions

Community Centre
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Dafyd

What a fascinating time to be living in St Albans.  Unfi xed 
broken window at the gambling den - sorry, TAB; steel shut-
ters for the new drug dealer - sorry again, liquor store; con-
troversy over the Edgeware corner (struck a nerve there); 
the Edgeware pool thing rages on and the Caledonian con-
crete monstrosity is still in the pipeline.
A slippery slope methinks. Well, ten years ago, things were 
just a little more sedate.  Donations were being accepted 
to furnish and furbish the new Community Centre. and the 
Residents Association meeting description was “a warm, 
positive atmosphere of a group of like minded community 
people”. That is the way it should be.
Peggy’s Park was a popular informal name for the Packe 
Street Park and Peggy Kelly richly deserves the acknowl-
edgement for all the good things she has done for our 
community.
Ten years ago, the battle to not have a Telecom cellsite close 
to Shirley Primary School was getting costly, with appeals 
for money to top up the estimated appeal cost of $60 000.  
Well time and technology and wisdom and knowledge have 
moved on.  No-one comments on those towers any more.  
Maybe it is because they are not dangerous, and maybe 

people would rather have the convenience of good coverage 
for their favourite form of communication.
City Councillor Garry Moore was made patron of the new 
Neighbour Net.  Where are you these days Garry?  We don’t 
seem to hear much about any of your recent good works for 
the people of St Albans.
The New Zealand Historical Atlas, just published (June 
1998) has a double page spread on the development of 
Christchurch, and in one corner is an early street map of our 
patch, St Albans.  An illustration of the block of shops on the 
corner of Westminster and Cranford streets is shown.  This 
block, erected in 1934 was part of a subdivision that adver-
tised itself as being close to the tram terminus.  Everyone 
used the trams. Those were much simpler, and more relaxed 
days.
Following on from my story about the Colombo/Edgeware 
corner danger, it has been suggested - a little tongue-in-
cheek - that we set up chairs, serve coffee and charge for 
the privilege of watching the crashes and near misses, and 
listen to the bad language of the frustrated motorists who 
really don’t need more hassles. Do you think that idea has 
merit <grin>. Enough from me, take care of each other.  

“The attempt to combine wisdom and power has only 
rarely been successful and then only for a short time.” 

- Albert Einstein, Ideas and Opinions

scribe@xtra.co.nz http://dafydscribe.orcon.net.nz


