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St Albans has once again benefited
from a successful and beneficial year of
activities and events at the St Albans
Community Resource Centre. St Albans
residents are lucky to have such a
committed and skilled number of
representatives on the St Albans
Residents’ Association (SARA)
Committee to work together for the best
interests of St Albans as a whole. St
Albans would be immeasurably poorer
without their voluntary effort and
commitment to oversee such a detailed
and complex project involving many
diverse issues.

It is perhaps an opportune time to
remind ourselves of the historical context
of how this residents association started
and continued.

It began with the hard work put in by
local residents to stop a motorway from

dividing the St Albans community; this
included then Councilor Garry Moore and
the late resident Muriel Soanes. Although
some people would have wished for the
motorway to have been built so that the
increasing traffic from the north could
have a speedy passage into town, there
is no doubt that an expressway like
Brougham Street would have had a
detrimental effect on our suburb. With
the passage of time, alternative solutions
like designated bus lanes, possible
express bus routes from Rangiora with
park & ride areas, the potential of light
rail, and if all else fails, the more
attractively designed roads like
Fendalton, must surely all be better
alternatives to what might have been.

With the eventual lifting of the
designation in 1996, local residents looked
at the way St Albans had been excluded

from many years of council funding
waiting for the motorway to be built. As
a result of this lack of funding, St Albans
had become a derelict, transient suburb.
It was with this in mind that local
residents applied to Council for funding
to reestablish some soul into the suburb.

So, from being a reactive association
to issues, SARA became a pro-active
association involved in community
development, looking at not just retaining
amenities and facilities, but, if possible,
enhancing and improving on them. With
the original vision of local residents and
the continued strong leadership of
Chairpersons such as Tony Guilliland and
Maggy Tai Rakena, SARA has extended
its original parameters and flourished. It
wouldn’t be amiss to say, that for a
Residents Association this has been an
unusual focus and even Council staff has
acknowledged at times that St Albans
sets a few precedents.
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St Albans Residents’ Association AGM
September 2006: Community Facilitator’s Report

Pauline Cotter (right) with 1st Prize Winner from Edgeware Pool Raffle.
Winners: 1st place: Margaret Aulavemai (centre, pictured with daughter on left),
2nd: P. Johnston, 3rd: Karen Skelton and 4th place: Ann O’Connor.
Congratulations to all who supported the fundraiser! Over 1300 tickets sold!
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Public Meeting
Edgeware Pool

Where to from here?
Tuesday 28 November at 7.30 pm

St Albans Community Resource -
Centre, 1047 Colombo St.

All welcome
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Valid till
December 17th

6.30am to 6.00pm

Sunday 6.30am to 5.00pm

Ring us the day before with your order for a special occasion.

Our bread, no preservatives, no dairy products. A wide range of

speciality bread baked fresh each day.

Bread not sold that day is donated to charity, over $120,000 per year.

Come in and meet our friendly staff.

Phone 3749 336

72 Edgeware Road,

opposite BP.

STAMP HERE

STAMP HERE

STAMP HERE

STAMP HERE

STAMP HERE

STAMP HERE

Redeemable 6 times.
Valid Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday only.
Buy 1 Loaf and receive another at ½ price
with this coupon. Conditions apply.
Brumby’s Edgeware only.
One coupon per household.

Do you have an old
computer you nolonger
need? Put it to good use

by donating it to the
SACRC Computer

Recycling program!

Dear STANN,
I was delighted to read in last months STANN the safe

“resettlement” of Mother Duck and her ducklings, as I had
encountered them and their rescuers earlier on their journey.
Well done!!

Yes I can confirm that wild life is alive and well in St Albans.
For a second year I have had a duck nest in my moderately
sized back yard.  Last year the nest was up in my pergola
then this year under a clump of Acanthus Mollis.  Ten ducklings
hatched last year and twelve this.

On both occasions Mother Duck and her ducklings have
enjoyed a rest in the sun and a drink and a swim in a low
terracotta bird-bath in my garden.

Then mid afternoon, Mother Duck and ducklings set off in
the direction of our local waterway  - turning left at the end of
my drive  -  away from Edgeware Pool!

The nest left under the Acanthus is a delight  - a snug
circle of soft fluffy feathers, provided by Mother Duck herself
I presume?

Signed
The Provider of the Cat Carry Box

Thanks to New Zealand
Post for a 100 postage

included envelopes
towards Stann’s

postage bill.

Carols in Packe Street Park

Sunday 10th December 2006

5.00 – 6.00pm

Music by

Heather Mitchell Gladstone

The St Albans Community Choir and Guests

Seasons Greetings from the

Friends of Packe Street Park

Weather: If the weather is bad Carol Singing will be
at the St Albans Resource Centre,

1047 Colombo Street.
If the weather is good you could bring

your picnic to the park!

Su-do-ku!Su-do-ku!Su-do-ku!Su-do-ku!Su-do-ku!

Word Sudoku provided by Dafyd “The Scribe” Smith.
The same word fills each box. What is the word?
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Open Tuesday to Sunday
4.30pm to 9.30pm.

Thai
Takeaway
Phone 355-9534

•  Authentic Thai Cuisine

•  Rated 8/10 by The Press

•  Best quality product at a
fair and reasonable price.

161A Cranford Street
(Westminster Street Intersection)

 Opposite Angus Meats.

Selling real estate in St
Albans for over 25 years.

For service that stands the
test of time.

Phil Adcock
Phone: 356 1422

021 909 950

A J McPherson & Assoc
                                                        MREINZ
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It has been a wonderful journey and it is great to see the

community spirit reflected in the fight to save the local out
door Edgeware pool. I am frequently told that there seems to
be a community spirit in St Albans that is lacking in other
suburbs. I don’t doubt that having a facility like the Resource
Centre and a group of people striving to achieve the best for
the suburb has been a strong component nourishing that spirit.
I would like to think that having a local newspaper like Stann
has had its own measure of input into the mix.

The Council continues to support this facility with high
maintenance grants. Not only was the outside building painted
last year, but this year the inside was totally redecorated. We
hope some of you were able to use the recently finished car-
park as only the landscaping awaits to be done.

The many and varied activities continue to be offered at
the SACRC. One only needs to look at the weekly board or
monthly calendar to note the diversity of groups using the
building. A Falls Prevention course offering Tai Chi and funding
to start activities for a leisure group are new initiatives targeting
older residents, while a “baby fit” exercise course targets
new mothers.

With the advent of a grant for a better piano, we hope to
be able to offer some high quality concerts and events for
local, regular entertainment.

The Neighbour Net Computer Room continues to thrive
and grow under the loyal guidance from volunteers offering
low cost computing access to locals. A steady supply of donated
computers continues to be recycled to beginners in the world
of computing. As these novices update their computers the
recycled ones come back to be redistributed once again.

The evolution of the web page continues with the recent
addition of Stann on line in pdf form and a photo gallery of St
Albans images – we encourage your perusal, participation
and comments.

SARA
Ongoing issues for St Albans are increasing traffic through

Cranford St, Springfield Rd and Courtenay St. As
developments increase along Belfast and Pegasus Bay, this
will increase even more and St Albans needs to strategise
and make submissions on the most acceptable measure of
coping with this increase in traffic.

The Orion site is still lying fallow, but we believe a resource

consent for building application is close. SARA will closely
monitor the nuisance value that long-term development of
this site will have on the neighbouring community.

Thanks to some very strong local community action groups,
the Edgeware pool fight is not yet over. Despite Council
declaring the pool closed and past its use by date, the
community has fought a strong rear guard action. In fact,
tomorrow morning, a delegation from this community is
presenting a business proposal to take on the running of the
pool by the community. We hope that the group of Councilors
will listen to the proposal with an open mind and be willing to
change their decision in the face of such strong community
action.

The Youth Holiday programmes continue to be well
patronized and we have started a new initiative of a youth
café on a Thursday evening. This is in its initial stages but
shows promise of being a success.

We organized a successful women’s retreat in March,
which we are repeating again in November. If there should
be a need for a men’s retreat – we’re happy to help organise
that too!

However, SARA’s interests are not just focused on St
Albans alone. Any issue that has city-wide implications can
be of interest to St Albans residents.

Early membership of The Water Rights Trust, Water
Wisdom, and Sustainable Otautahi Christchurch allow SARA
to contribute to the important issues of water preservation
and sustainability as a whole.

To this end SARA continues to make submissions to
Annual Plans, LTCCP, Bus Reviews and zoning issues like
the New Brighton Density Study.

Within the present climate of ever tightening budgets and
decreasing funding pools, the community sector is not an easy
environment to work in. It is essential therefore to be part of
the many and varied community sector support networks –
so SARA continues to liaise with city wide groups such as
Council of Social Services, Healthy Christchurch,
Christchurch Combined Residents Association, Community
Voluntary Sector forum meetings with MP’s, Volunteering
Canterbury, Community Development Networks and many
more.

Contd on pg 5
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1066 Colombo St

Bar 1066
Karaoke
every
Friday

 from 9 pm

Phone 366 9668

The St Albans
Community Market

at  English Park,
Cranford Street

Every Saturday 9am - 2pm

 up to 40 stalls selling plants,
fruit & vegetables, cakes, crafts,

collectables,household  goods
& much more

Enquiries phone 351- 9727

Market

Bringing you a wide range of
the freshest fully certified

organic fruit & veges from
Canterbury & NZ

Every Saturday 9am-2pm at
the St Albans Community

Market, English Park.

Parking available off Cranford
St or Sheppard Pl.

Phone (03) 348 2114 for info

everyday organics

eat your greenz!STANN relies
on your

contributions.
Please send us
your articles,
letters and

notices. The
deadline for the
December issue
is December 25.

Mairehe Louise Tankersley
Kai Tahu, Kati Mamoe, Waitaha

Introduction

The Treaty of Waitangi is the founding document for
relationships between Maori and the Crown in Aotearoa/New
Zealand.  In more recent years, discussion and debate about
the Treaty and its relevance to modern society has been both
vigorous and contentious.

This series of articles will explore some of the issues
surrounding the Treaty, taking an Article-based approach to
working with the Treaty.

What is the Treaty of Waitangi?
The Treaty is seen by Maori as a covenantal agreement

between the Crown and Maori; a covenant that is spiritually
binding as much as it is contractually binding, and one which
cannot be broken.  The covenant recognised that there were
people who lived in Aotearoa/New Zealand prior to
colonisation; people who settled here and developed hugely
diverse and complex cultural, spiritual, social and economic
value systems and ways of living in this country well before
European contact.

The Treaty allowed for the establishment of government,
i.e. it allowed the government to formulate and establish laws
for this country.  In return for that privilege, there was a
guarantee by the Crown to actively ensure the protection of
anything that Maori considered
to be “taonga” (treasures).   It
also extended to Maori full rights
of British citizens.

Therefore, it is the Treaty of
Waitangi that is the founding
document for relationships
between Maori and the Crown
in Aotearoa/New Zealand.
Maori see the Treaty as the
founding document for the
relationships that occur between
the Crown (and its
representatives) and Maori in this
country.

In more recent years,

discussion and debate about the Treaty and its relevance to
modern society has been both vigorous and contentious.  What,
then, is the relevance of the Treaty to communities?

What, then, did the parties get out of the Treaty?  The
following diagram (bottom-right) gives an indication of the
provisions made under the terms of the Treaty Sometimes
people get confused about what is actually contained in the
Articles of the Treaty, and what each Article provides for.
An easy way to remember this is to think: What did the Treaty
provide for:

a. The Crown (Article 1)
b. Maori (Article 2)
c. Both parties (Article 3)

This is a nice easy way to remember the three Articles
and what each of them refers to.

The Maori version of the Treaty was the one that most
Maori signed, and it is the version used by the Waitangi Tribunal
in its claim deliberations.

Under Article 1, The Crown was provided with the right
to govern.  The word that is used in the Treaty is
“Kawanatanga”, or “Governance” (in the Maori version of
the Treaty).  Through this, the Crown were given the right to
govern, to set up a government, and to establish laws, rules
and procedures for how we operate as a society.

Under Article 2 Maori retained the right to tino

The Treaty of Waitangi



  The St Albans Neighbourhood News      November 2006  -  Page 5

Level 3, 103 Worcester Street, PO Box 13 295, Christchurch
Phone: 03 377 8840   Fax: 03 366 4770  Cell: 0274 570 809
E Mail: tim@timbarnett.org.nz Internet:www.timbarnett.org.nz

Tim Barnett

Christchurch Central's
Member of Parliament
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However, Alison’s diligent work achieved fantastic grants

towards wages, a new piano and a new photocopier, while
Belinda Carter, NNet volunteer, helped with grants for 3
new computers, ergonomic chairs and new XP software for
the Neighbour Net.  The donations of a digital camera by
Fuse Partnerships Ltd and a tennis table for the youth café
by long established local firm Hardie & Thomson set the
seal on a very successful year.

I would like to thank the local funding providers such as
- Christchurch City Council with its Social Initiatives Fund,
The Canterbury Community Trust, COGS, Community
Development Scheme, Shirley-Papanui Community Board,
Lotteries, Hagley Community College, Lion Foundation,
Southern Trust, Canterbury Foundation, Pub Charity and
others. Without their combined support we would not be
able to provide the diverse activities or enjoy the improved
facilities and assets for the community.

My thanks especially to the SARA management
committee for their unstinting support, Alison Elmes, an
invaluable asset to the Centre,  Li Yan for meticulously
keeping and preparing SARA’s finances and the many
volunteers who help make the Centre and Neighbour Net,
the vibrant community facility it is.

However, as outgoing committee member Ben Harris
has stated at several meetings - to attain true long-term
independence – we need a million dollars as capital to sustain
long term interest. We welcome donations and offers of door
knocking to achieve this long-term goal!

Douceline Wardle
Community Facilitator for St Albans
September 2006

rangatiratanga, which refers to their absolute sovereignty,
absolute chieftainship of everything that they considered to
be treasures – which was far more than just their land, forest
and fisheries that are referred to in the English version.

It is important to remember here that Maori already had
tino rangatiratanga in this country, and at the time of the signing
of the Treaty it certainly wasn’t in any danger – Maori
outnumbered non-Maori 35 to 1 (70,000 Maori to 2,000 non-
Maori).  Maori were still very dominant in society in terms of
their culture, customs and language, which were still
completely intact.

Under Article 3, we see what both parties got out of the
agreement, and that was equal rights as citizens of this country.

Modern Relevance of a Document over 150 Years Old
The Treaty is over 150 years old; so why is it still relevant

today?  My answer to that is to ask the following question:
how old is the Magna Carta - the basis of our current
government system?  It was signed in 1215 A.D., yet is still
relevant to our society today  – and people have the audacity
to say that a Treaty that’s only 150 years old is obsolete?

In terms of the agreements that were made under the
Treaty, only one side has been honoured.   The British got to
set up the Government and its laws under Article 1; however,
the other side (Article 2), which talks about the benefits for
Maori, hasn’t been honoured yet.  This is not something that
just suddenly came up in the last 10 or 20 years; since Nga
Tamatoa began protesting; since Ken Mair sparked an
occupation at Pakaitore; or since Titewhai Harawira and
Helen Clark had their standoff.  The first protest about
breaches of the Treaty occurred in 1841; one year after it
was signed.  A contingent of Maori travelled to England, and
asked for an audience with the Queen.  They wanted to let
her know that the conditions of the Treaty that had been signed
just one year  earlier were already being breached; and they
feared for their future.  After they travelled 6 months to request
an audience, she refused to see them, saying they should
return to New Zealand to put their concerns to the Governor,
whose job it was to deal with such issues.

So Maori have had grievances about the Treaty virtually
since the day it was signed. I do believe that the situation was
exacerbated by other events; for example, the Treaty was
signed by 50 (odd) chiefs in February 1840, after which copies
of the Treaty were sent around the rest of the country for
signature by other chiefs.  By the time the Treaty was signed

in the South Island in late 1840, Hobson had already declared
sovereignty over the entire South Island in May of that year.
So you can see that, within a couple of months of the signing,
Hobson was already carrying out some things that weren’t
within the brief of the Treaty; in fact, they were in direct
breach of its provisions.

The next article will be in STANN, December 2006.
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355-2333

For Personal Assistance with:
Buying & Selling Property

Wills & Estates Traffic Prosecutions
Applications for Limited Driving

Licences
Matrimonial Matters

Property Sharing Agreements

Phone Bill McMenamin
182a Papanui Road

Barrister & Solicitor
Merivale

Phone: 372 9253.

Is your
dog bored
or lonely

white
you’re out
at work?

Socialise your dog at
FurKids Doggy Daycare!

St Albans Tennis Club
Open for new season

Saturdays 2.00pm
Tuesdays 10.00am
Thursdays 6.00pm

Junior coaching starts in
October

For more information
contact John Laffey

351 2992

Buy & Sell Good Quality
Second-hand Curtains & Covers

Cnr Westminster & Cranford St
Phone 355 8398

Annabel & Rob Blair

Do you want to play mid week tennis? Every Tuesday 10 am
– 12 noon.
We would have the nicest tennis Club in Christchurch. This is
due to a lot of hard work and fundraising over the last 5 years.
The club house has new drapes, lounge suites, fridge, stove
& kitchen and has been painted inside & out by volunteers. A
large amount of funds have been spent replacing and plexi-
paving the six courts. We also replaced the whole perimeter
with new netting. Members’ ages range from 5 years to nearly
80 years and our coach teaches children from the age of 5
through to 16 years. Our club was founded in 1903 and we
have records and photos from that era to this day. Our
members come from all over Christchurch.
Free tennis for first two visits. Four free coaching
lessons on joining. Every Tuesday 10 am – 12 noon
St Albans Tennis Club, Dover Street – between Edgeware
and Trafalgar. Bring a friend to play or watch. Or call in after
dropping children off at school or kindergarten. Racquets and
gate key available. Phone Bruce 355 2138.
By Bruce Davey

The Christchurch Press
We now have a daily copy of The Press for you to
read at the St Albans Community Resource Centre.
Come and have a cup of coffee and relax with the

paper. Our thanks to The Press for their
donated subscription.

Car park available for SACRC Users

After some years of lobbying and anxious waiting in
anticipation, Council has finished the construction and
landscaping of the car park at the back of the St Albans
Community Resource Centre.  The entrance is from 126
Caledonian Rd. There’s a gate between the car park and
Centre – just walk past the building to the front or
sometimes if the activity is in the Knightstown Room, the
main room at the back, the entrance is easiest through
the back door. Already people are telling us it’s less
stressful as they don’t have to worry about the parking
during the daytime! Enjoy.

St Albans Tennis Club

Vegetable Coop still at St Matthews Church
Order on Monday and on Wednesday you get a great

selection of fruit and vegetable for only $8.  You can
order weekly or fortnightly. Not only cheap, but fresh

from the market that morning!
For more info phone St Matthews Church

on 355 7004
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  STANN Classifieds
Services
3-2-1 to BETTER HEALTH! - for
more information ph: 365 4955 or
leveki@slingshot.co.nz

Accountant for small business -
All accounts and tax needs, home
based. Ph Li on 355 3073

Accountant; Appliance Repaires;
Bug and Moss Removal; Carpenter;
Carpet Cleaning; Carpet laying
Designer Draughtsman; Electrician;
Garden/lawnmowing; Glazier;
Handyman; Locksmith; Painter/
decorator; Plumber; Roof repairs. 
Call Peter at GreySkills 332-6274

Accountant: Working from home in
St Albans area. Looking for new
clients. Self employed accounts,
rental properties, gst and tax returns
etc. Excellent references available.
Ph Susan Ayton 980 7334.

Bricklayer available for bbq’s,
fences. planters, blockwork, etc.
phone Jeremy 9427195

Aakland Carpet Cleaning - Super
cleaned from $15/rm, standard clean
from $10/rm, economy clean from
$8/rm. Over 20 years exp. Ph. 388-
3314

Celebrant available for your
marriage, civil union, or other
ceremony.  Ruth Gardner, phone 03
365 6943, www.ruth.org.nz

Computer Guru for hire - Can fix
or tailor your PC to suit your needs,
upgrading software/hardware if
necessary. Happy to explain/teach
good system maintenance, &

increase your PC knowledge. $20 to
$40 / hour, Phone Ron 3653707 or
021 02437398.

Doggy daycare – Is your dog bored
or lonely while you’re out at work.
Socialise your dog at FurKids’
Daycare and you won’t have to walk
him that night - he’ll be exhausted
by the many hours of fun play! Ph
FurKids on 372 9253.

Electrician -  Registered and
reliable, available now for extra
lights, sockets, rewires, extensions
etc. For fast friendly local service
call Pete 021 499 655

Electrician, Ron Hann 44 Winton
St. No job too small. Ph 379-7434
Fax 377-3064.

Gardener - Experienced lady
gardener available. Reasonable rates.
Phone 355 9561

Homeopath – Qual. Classical
Homeopath. Deal with your families
health concerns naturally.
Homeopathy is a safe, effective, and
natural form of medicine.  Ph: Jeannie
for consultation on 9819294

Housecleaning job in St Albans
wanted by honest and reliable lady
on a weekly basis. $25 per
townhouse/flat. Phone Nicola 386
1118

Hairdresser - fully qualified for
haircuts, perms, & sets in your own
home. Phone Theresa 3528208 or
0272218616

Painting & Decorating - Qualified
Tradesman, 17 years experience.

Internal/external Plastering. Free
quotes.  Locally based.  Ph Mark
on 355-7670

Roofing – New Roofs, Repairs,
Maintenance, Paraphet Flashing,
Free Advice. Ph Clinton 366 6019
or  027 2201982.

Sewing Alterations - Sewing
alterations – hemns, zip inserts,
invisible mending - a speciality.
Contact Pauline on 377 5990, 021
153 6290 or email
paulinej@kol.co.nz

Tuition
English Lessons - Experienced
tutor for foreign students of all levels
of ability. Individual or group
tuition. Phone Peter 377 8197
Gentle Exercise that includes
movement to music, dancing, games
and stretching. $4.00/hr at St
Matthews Church Hall 145
Cranford St. Tuesday 9-10am. For
further details phone: Paula 365
0369

Maths tuition - all forms. $10 per
hr. Ph Mary on 942 2799.

Music Tuition –  All styles of
singing- specialist in operatic and
contemporary. Keyboard & fast
sight reading. Chris Donovan

Cats on Cranford
(next door to St Albans Vet)

102 Cranford Street

Phone Rebecca
355-6743

Inspection welcome

Ally Builders
Working alongside you to accomplish the
project with quality results; Renovations;

Assistance with Council Consents &
design application; Free onsite

consultations & quotes.
Contact Andrew Young (Advanced Trade

Cert &12 years experience)
Ph 03 960 7408 or 021 748 379

andyleonie@paradise.net.nz

Kay Fisher
Chartered Accountant (CPP)
Shop 5 at 680 Barbadoes St

phone 385 2950
For accounting

services, consultations
and special
assignments

greenSpace
Eco Accommodation

Eco-friendly relaxed
accommodation. Private,
professional, affordable
www.greenspace.co.nz

Ph 356 0228

Beauty by Design
For all beauty needs

Specialising in Anti-aging
and acne treatments.

15% Student Discount
avail Mondays

See us @ No 1 Trafalgar St
Ph Janice on 371 7317

Brightsparkies Electrical LTD
“For all your electrical needs”

Domestic and Commercial
Electrical Installation

and Servicing
Ph 382 5824

Cell 027 572 8864

ADMT, Trinity College of London.
Ph 365 4226 or 370 6305

Piano/Keyboard tuition. Modern
or traditional styles including Rock
school & Trinity Syllabuses. Phone
Sandra 365 0737
Piano Tuition available in St Albans
area. Practical and theory.  Phone:
Paula 365 0369

Qualified E C teacher –
Montessori trained available for
babysitting daytimes & evenings.
Sleepovers weekends or extended
care periods – negotiable. Phone
Mary 365 1710

Yoga St Albans Community
Resource Centre. Tuesdays 10-
11.30am.  Friendly, relaxing class,
well suited to mature figures. Phone
Pauline on  980-8760

For Sale
Rose’s Boutique. Pre-owned
Women’s Clothing - 9 Bickerton
Street, Wainoni. Telephone 381
5505 Trading Hours Tuesday –
Thursday 11.30 am – 4 pm.
Saturdays by appointment.

Wanted
Garage wanted to rent - Single or
Double. Edgeware, St Albans, City.
Please phone 365 6128

Gladrags & Riches
163c Cranford St.

For Good Quality Recycled
Men’s & Women’s Clothing
From small to large sizing at

Affordable Prices

Phone 355 5842.

St Albans Veterinary Practice

Cnr Cranford & Berwick Sts
Phone us when your pet

 needs the vet
355-6747 (24 hours)

Dr. Geoff Mehrtens B.V.Sc
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Open 7 Days

www.artlover.co.nz

• Contemporary & Traditional Artworks
• Degrees, Certificates & Licence Documents
• Embroidery & Cross Stitch
• Prints, Posters & Photographs

‘Fresh & distinctively New Zealand’

Heart of Art
Contemporary ART GALLERY

515 Madras Street . St Albans . Tel. 377 3922

For all your framing needs...

The Savage club was founded originally in London England
in 1857, and in fact still survives there although, unlike the
local  branch is more like a London Gentlemen’s club.  It was
founded in London by men who were authors, journalists and
artists of all sorts (stage and fine). At the inception they had
trouble finding a name, and it has been suggested that as they
were letting their “hair down” and playing up a little, that the
members reminded some one present, of a dissolute actor of
notoriety, named John Savage, and so that was decided upon,
“The Savage Club”.

Here in Christchurch, we were not the first Savage Club
in New Zealand, but we were founded in 1893, by a band of
serious gentlemen, at least in public life they were serious.
The founder was a local solicitor of note Mr H Wynn Williams,
and others who joined at the time were also gentlemen of
note in the young city of Christchurch. The legal and medical
fraternity were well represented, E Jennings, E W Roper, T
W Stringer, Sir George Clifford, the Earl of Ranfurly,  Lord
Plunkett, O T J Alpers, and many other notable citizens got
together to enjoy themselves, away from the public gaze, and
where they could let their otherwise unknown talents be
shared.

The Club grew, and eventually had a waiting list of men
wishing to join. Note it was “Men” who were on the waiting
list, no ladies were permitted membership then – they are
now! In the 1920’s, such were the size of the Savage
Clubs, and the waiting lists throughout NZ, that another

organisation was formed, and were known as the Orphans
Clubs. Today the Savage Clubs and Orphans Clubs are
amalgamated under the banner of the Kindred Clubs of
NZ. Throughout the country there are twenty odd clubs of
both names, all similar and with one object - to entertain and
make music.

 Here in Christchurch our club meets to put on a concert
once a month, from March to October. During the year we
may travel away on “Raids” where we will put on the evening
programme for one of the other dozen clubs in the
South Island. They in turn will “raid” us once every few
years and entertain our members.  In past years we met each
fortnight, and during the year would put on public concerts in
one of the large City venues. However nowadays as we get
older and perhaps wiser, we no longer do public performances,
restricting ourselves to our monthly Club nights.  There is a
wealth of talent out there, and we welcome anyone willing to
share with us their  ability to entertain, be it singing or playing
in a musical group. Short humourous sketches are usually part
of the programme and the ability to be a clown is also
welcomed.  Anyone willing to join us is welcome, although
we won’t be restarting now until march of next year.

Anyone interested should phone our secretary, Allan
Smith on 322  8782 , or our programme organiser, Maureen
Watkins 384 4949.   

by Allan Smith

The Savage Club
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